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President’'s Message

Lara Boyko, J.D., SR/WA
lara.boyko@gmail.com

Welcome to Pumpkin Spice and Everything Nice
Season!

With fall in full swing, | am excited to start my
tenure by serving as your chapter president and
looking forward to a year of learning, laughter,
and helping our chapter continue to thrive.

While | am excited for what is coming this year,
our chapter’s success is not just determined
by what speakers, classes, and outside
opportunities our board puts together, but more
importantly what our members would like.

Whether it is speakers at our lunches or IRWA
classes to help with being able to make more
infrastructure development projects successful,
the 2025-26 board would like to hear from you!
We want to know what some of the topics are
that you would like to learn more about so we
can support your professional success. Please
feel free to email me directly with your ideas!
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PRESIDENT

Lara Boyko, J.D., SR/WA
Skyline Realty Group
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Jacinto Munoz, MAI,
SRA, AI-GRS, AI-RRS

Cogito Realty Partners
jacinto@cogitorp.com

TREASURER

Dwayne Ozenne, J.D.
Retired, SoCal Gas Co.
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SECRETARY

Collin Valles
Paragon Partners

cvalles@paragon-partners.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Jillian Friess Leivas, Esq.
Nossaman, LLP
jleivas@nossaman.com

Along with our regular lunch speakers and classes we schedule,
this year is a Tri-Chapter lunch year! Chapter 1 is hosting the
event on December 10 at The Huntington Library, Art Museum
and Botanical Gardens in San Marino (greater Pasadena). Please
save the date and plan to arrive early and maybe even stay late
as there will be great networking, art, rare books, and botanical
gardens to enjoy.

Also, please mark your calendars now for the annual education
conference on June 26-29 in Omaha, Neb. Fun fact about Omaha
— it is the home of the NCAA College World Series! Play ball!

While we are all feeling the impact of a tougher economic climate,
don't forget, IRWA offers valuable scholarship opportunities each
year to help with the costs of taking classes. As a recipient of two
scholarships, these were invaluable to helping me grow in our
industry and they were easy to apply for! While | don’t control how
the scholarships are awarded, for anyone who wants to submit

an application and essay, | would be happy to read/review their
essay before submitting it.

Looking forward to having a great year with everyone!
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CBRE'’s Southern California Right of Way team is part of the national
Valuation & Advisory Services group and provides public and private
sector clients with best-in-class Right of Way appraisal, consulting,
litigation support and advisory services.

yHelping you <
“naxigate /

OUR SERVICES OUR EXPERIENCE

* Appraisals * Roadways

« Appraisal Reviews + Oil & Natural Gas Pipelines
« Litigation Support « Electric Transmission

« Expert Witness Testimony « Renewables

 Market Studies « Waterlines

« Infrastructure Impact Studies « Rail & Aviation

* Route Analysis » Telecommunications & Fiber
« Consulting & Advisory « Utilities & Other

Services Infrastructure Projects
Southern California ROW Practice Leaders
John G. Ellis Beth B. Finestone
MAI, FRICS, CRE MAI, AI-GRS, FRICS, CRE
Executive Vice President Executive Vice President
johng.ellis@cbre.com beth finestone@cbre.com
+1818 200 5455 +1818 290 5455

Adam M. Bogorad

J. Richard (Rick) Donahue
MAI MAI
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CHAPTER ADVISOR
Joseph Larsen, Esq.
Rutan & Tucker
jlarsen@rutan.com

EDUCATION

James Vanden Akker, SR/WA
Metropolitan Water District
jvandenakker@mwdh2o.com

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Jason Borras

Strategic Property Analytics
jason@

strategicpropertyanalytics.com

NOMINATIONS /

ELECTIONS

Joe Munsey, RPL

So Cal Gas Company
jmunsey@socalgas.com

PDC Chair
Open
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EDITOR’'S CORNER

Brian English, Esq.
Allen Matkins
benglish@allenmatkins.com

Welcome back readers to the Q3 2025 edition of our newsletter. If
you would like to contribute content to the newsletter, advertise, have
questions or any ideas to improve the content, please contact me.

Thank you to our newsletter sponsors! As we approach the end of
2025, we will be reaching out to our sponsors regarding renewal
opportunities in 2026. If you or your organization are interested in
exploring sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to me for
additional information.

UPCOMING EVENTS

TRI-CHAPTER LUNCHEON

December 19, 2025
The Huntington
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108

Linked {3

Chapter 67 Is now on LinkedIn!
Please join us. here.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/irwa-ch-67/

CHAPTER 67 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

CASE OF THE MONTH

Joseph Larsen, Esq.
Rutan & Tucker
jlarsen@rutan.com

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Collin Valles

Paragon Partners
cvalles@paragon-partners.com

ENGINEERING / SURVEY
Kurt Rhodenbaugh

Monument ROW
krhodenbaugh@monumentrow.com

ENVIRONMENTAL
Julie Welch

Terraphase Engineering
julie.welch@terraphase.com

HOSPITALITY

Joe Munsey, RPL

Southern California Gas Co.
jmunsey@socalgas.com

NEWSLETTER / COMMUNICATIONS
Brian English, Esq.

Allen Matkins

benglish@allenmatkins.com

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS
Rudy Romo

City of Irvine

rromo@cityofirvine.org

PIPELINES / UTILITIES
Dwayne Ozenne, JD

Retired, Southern California Gas Co.
d.ozenne@sbcglobal.net

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Arianna Perez, SR/WA

Orange County Transportation Authority
aperezi@octa.net

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Maggie Quon
Orange County Transportation Authority
mchen@octa.net

PUBLIC AGENCY LIASON
Open

RELOCATION
Open

SEMINARS
Open

VALUATION

Jacinto Munoz, MAI, SRA, AI-GRS, AI-RRS
Cognito Realty Partners
jacinto@cognitogroup.com

VALUATION
Open

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE
Robert Dunatov, MAI

Kidder Matthews
robert.dunatov@kidder.com
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SAVE the Date!!!

Tri-Chapter Luncheon - The Huntington Haaga Hall

December 10, 2025

Chapter 1 is excited to host this year's Tri-Chapter Luncheon at The Huntington, a
prestigious cultural and educational institution offering curious, transformative
experiences. Founded in 1919 by Henry E. and Arabella Huntington, it supports research
and promotes public engagement through its expansive library, art, and botanical
collections.

The luncheon will take place in the elegant Haaga Hall, which features warm oak finishes,
high ceilings, and deep-casement windows. Your ticket will include a delicious catered
Italian buffet-style menu, drinks, and admission to the stunning botanical gardens and

galleries, which showcase iconic collections of art, history, and literature.

The Huntington is located at 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108

Please contact Alana Edwards at Aedwards1@socalgas.com with any questions or to

volunteer for this event.
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EDUCATION

James Vanden Akker
Metropolitan Water District
JVandenAkker@mwdh2o.com (213) 217-6324

For questions regarding IRWA education, whether it be information
on a particular course, how to register, potential upcoming courses,
or the credentialing program, please reach out to James.
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Upcoming Courses

Date: 10/21/25-10/22/25

Course: 501 Residential Relocation Assistance
Course Level: Intermediate

IRWA Credits: 16 QEU / CEU

Class Time: 8am - 5pm

Tuition: Member - $415.00 / Non-member - $575.00
Location: Virtual Class

Course Description: This course discusses the processes and procedures involved in providing
relocation assistance to residential occupants. Materials presented are based on the lead agency’s
(Federal Highway Administration) regulations in implementing the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended.

Instructor: Darryl Root, R/W-RAC has successfully led and trained acquisition/relocation consultants
and sub-consulting firms while managing such services as real estate appraisal, F&E appraisal,

title and escrow, environmental, and property management. These services have been performed
throughout the United States and Canada including the states of Texas, Arizona, Nevada, Missouri,
Florida, Hawaii, North Carolina, New Hampshire, West Virginia, Washington, North Dakota, lllinois,
Oregon, Louisiana, Indiana, Georgia, Guam and the provinces of Alberta and Ontario. He also prepares
and reviews various proposals for competitive bids. Mr. Root has more than 20 years of professional
real estate experience involving acquisition of right of way, as well as residential and commercial
relocation assistance. He is a frequent contributor to the IRWA Magazine and has spoken at every
IRWA annual education seminar since 2006. He was a Senior Right of Way Project Manager at HDR.
Mr. Root currently works for LA Metro in Southern California.

REGISTER HERE



https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/245/501-residential-relocation-assistance/description/?evt_key=12a88068-b5e5-4777-ab5c-6e75a9bb40b3

7.
* IRWA
SWay  EDUCATION CONFLRENCE

4 OMAHA 2026

Call for Sessions

The 72nd Annual International Education Conference
Friday, June 26 to Monday, June 29

The International Right of Way Association is seeking experienced and
dynamic presenters to deliver high-level educational programming to
the attendees of the 72nd Annual International Education Conference.

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 9, 2025 BY 5:00 P.M. (PACIFIC TIME)

Submit a Session


https://whova.com/call_for_speakers/ajvZudtKZ8THQg6JAFxPVojSZfClVq15VkpQhzqVbDi1uveQ0Lmd9rxvWPAq-Ahc/

p
EPIC

Land Solutions, Inc.

We’re Hiring!

Los Angeles < Riverside « Anaheim - San Diego

Apply online at:
epicland.com/become-epic/

_ Creating Land Solutions for the Public Good

REAL ESTATE | RIGHT-OF-WAY | DBE | SBE

WE LISTEN
WE-INNOVATE
WE DELIVER

OUR SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:

RAIL / HIGHWAY / ROADWAY / GRADE SEPERATIONS / WATER /
WASTE WATER / FLOOD CONTROL / BRIDGES / SCHOOLS /
ENERGY AND UTILITIES / HOUSING / COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

mo n U m e nt MONUMENTROW.COM - 800 577 0109



http://epicland.com/become-epic/
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CASE OF THE QUARTER

Limitations and Standing to Sue
Dry Up Landowners’ Claim to Texas Riverbed

By Charles Sartain, Esq., Partner

Permission to Publish
All Rights Reserved

This information is provided by Gray Reed for educational
and informational purposes only and is not intended, nor
should it be construed, as legal advice.

State of Texas. V. Reimer et al. studied lawyer-
nerdy questions of standing to bring a lawsuit
and statutes of limitations as applied to inverse
condemnation suits. Spoiler alert: To the chagrin
of the landowners, waiting over 30 years to
assert your takings claim is not the best course
of action.

The Facts

In 1965 the Sanford Dam created Lake Meredith,
significantly reducing downstream flow of the
Canadian River through the six-mile stretch

at issue. The reduction exposed previously
submerged land.

Beginning in 1982 the State granted oil and gas
leases on portions of the riverbed to Huber.
The 10-year leases were consistently renewed
for decades with Huber establishing numerous
productive wells. During the litigation Huber
operated 21 wells in the area. The litigation
began in 1993 when the State sued a Reimer
forefather for trespass when he erected a fence
blocking oil and gas lessee Huber's access to
producing wells. The Landowners asserted

an unconstitutional taking of their oil and gas
interests without compensation sometime
between October 1999 and April 2000.

The Legislature at one time directed the GLO

to make a survey marking the boundary of the
river, which the GLO never did. Instead, Huber
commissioned his own survey. In January 1982

Huber's surveyor Shine filed his survey, which the
GLO adopted. The survey identified the gradient
boundary of the river locating the last natural
riverbed before the dam’s completion. According
to the Court, January 28, 1982, was the day when
the State began taking the Landowners’ mineral
interests.

Standing — constitutional or prudential?

The state challenged the Landowners’ standing
to bring the suit on three grounds:

+ they did not own the land when the taking
occurred and had no assignment;

+ existing mineral leases prevented the
Landowners from developing minerals
themselves;

+  Huber acquired ownership through adverse
possession, the Landowners had no
compensable interest.

The Landowners satisfied constitutional standing
by alleging concrete injuries to claimed property
interests, traceable to the State’s conduct, with
likelihood of redress through favorable judgment.
Thus, the challenge was not to subject matter
jurisdiction (Had the Court found there was

none, it would be compelled to dismiss the case
without addressing the merits).
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The State’s challenge was to prudential
jurisdiction because it involved the general
prohibition on a litigant raising a claim on another
person’s legal rights without proper assignment
or authority. It is not standing as much as itis a
substantive limitation on the landowner’s legal
capacity. Regardless, the Landowners’ claim was
barred as a matter of law.

Limitations

The Landowners’ claims were barred by
limitations as a matter of law. Texas has no
dedicated statute of limitations for inverse
condemnation claims. Using the law of adverse
possession as an analogy, Texas courts have
concluded that inverse condemnation claims are
barred by expiration of the 10-year limitations
period in Texas Civil Practice & Remedies Code
§16.026. The taking begins when the physical
taking occurs or entry on land is made. The
Landowners claimed the 25-year limitations in
§16.028 governed. The 25-year limitations did

not apply.

Simply put, the Court looked at the plain
language of the two statutes and gave the
unambiguous statutory language its plain
meaning. The Court declined to judicially amend
the statute by adding words that are not implicitly
contained in the language of the statute.

The Court denied the Landowners’ aggregation
theory (involving separate properties owned by
different landowners) because it could lead to an
absurd result.

The judgment

Reversing the trial court, the Court rendered
judgment that the Landowners take nothing.

Charlie Sartain, leader of Gray Reed’s Energy
Industry Team, is an experienced trial lawyer who
primarily focuses on resolving complex energy
disputes in Texas and Louisiana through litigation,
arbitration and negotiation. His clients include

oil and gas producers and investors, midstream
transportation operators, and mineral and royalty
owners involved in all types of contractual,
payment and operational disputes. Sartain is the
author and editor of Energy & The Law, a blog
focused on exploring critical developments in the
energy industry and how they impact clients from
a legal and business perspective. He is based in
Gray Reed’s Dallas office and can be reached at
csartain@grayreed.com.
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"Beyond Service ...
Solutions™

Title Research and Examination ¢ Oil & Gas Curative and Mineral Leasing
Right-of-Way & Real Property Acquisition ¢ Permitting (Federal, State & Local Assignments)

Corporate Headquarters
725W. Town & Country Road Suite 410 Orange, CA 92868
Tel: (714) 568-1800 = Email us at: info@spectrumland.com

Visit us on the web: www.spectrumland.com

MARCELLO & AMSTER

ESTABLISHED 1968

WWW.DMAVALUE.COM
(310)216-1400
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ARTICLE

California Developers Hit Pause on Projects
Due to High Costs

By: Sebastian Obando
Construction Drive
All Rights Reserved

Rising construction costs are weighing on
California’s commercial real estate market, with
office and parts of the retail sector still struggling
to gain momentum.

Office sentiment remains subdued in much of
Southern California. Only 16% of developers in
the region plan new projects, according to the
report. Meanwhile, in Northern California, about
17% of developers are planning new projects.

“After a prolonged period of uncertainty, the
office market sentiment is starting to turn a
corner, albeit slowly,” said Julie Hoffman, partner
at Allen Matkins, a Los Angeles-based law firm.
“Broad-based recovery is still a few years out.”

Retail growth is uneven as well.

The survey forecasts Los Angeles rental rate
growth to lag inflation and big box development
to fall out of favor. Meanwhile, about 38% of
respondents expect a new retail growth cycle
within three years, though much of it will be
confined to mixed-use and speciality projects
rather than broad expansion, according to the
report.

The opposite, however, is playing out in industrial
and multifamily development.

Industrial demand is still outpacing supply in
both Northern and Southern California, led by
ecommerce. Developers are even considering
office-to-industrial conversions. Vacancy rates
are projected to remain steady or decline,
according to the report.

Multifamily sentiment is also the most optimistic
it has been in years, with 66% of respondents
planning new projects, according to the report.
That's the highest share since 2022.

“Demand continues to outpace supply across
the state, especially for highly amenitized rental
product that offers work from home space,” said
Heather Riley, partner at Allen Matkins. “Despite
rising costs, our clients are actively looking to
build at a rate we have not seen in years.”

The survey collected responses from 60

firms in Northern California and 80 firms in
Southern California. Out of these firms, 46%

of respondents identified themselves as value
investors, and most of the remaining identified as
developers.
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PSOMAS

Balancing the Natural
and Built Environment

www.Psomas.com

LAND SOLUTIONS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

INDUSTRY LEADERS | RIGHT OF WAY AND REAL ESTATE

PARAGON

A CLS COMPANY

Our seamless, integrated real property services spotlight your projects
from inception through construction to operation.

www.paragon-partners.com | 714.379.3376



