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President’s Message Katherine Contreras, Esq.
Nossaman, LLP

kcontreras@nossaman.com (949) 477 7641
 
Happy New Year!  I hope 2017 is off to a great start for you all.  As 
for Chapter 67, 2017 promises to be an exciting year with our Spring 
Seminar in March, our own elections and of course our awards.  
Look for more information from our Nominations & Elections Chair, 
Meredith MacDonald in the coming weeks.  I encourage everyone to 
consider joining the board.  There are positions that can fit anyone’s 
busy schedule and the experience is rewarding both personally and 
professionally.  

It was great seeing those of you who attended the Tri-Chapter last 
month.  Chapter 57 put on a great event in a lovely setting.  And I 
learned some new things about airports and how they are run.  Edu-
cation, networking and fun – the perfect IRWA event!  The next big 
event will be the International Education Conference in June in An-
chorage.  I will be representing the Chapter, along with Artemis and 
Kirsten.  I am looking forward to going and I hope that you will con-
sider attending as well. 

Now looking forward, our January lunch will be Tuesday the 10th and 
will feature what has become a tradition in Chapter 67 – a forecast of 
what to expect in 2017.  We are pleased to welcome back John Ellis, 
MAI, as our speaker.  I look forward to seeing you all next week.
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Topic: 2017 Economic Forecast: What to Expect in the Southern 
California Real Estate Market

Speaker: John Ellis, MAI, Integra Realty Resources, Inc., Los An-
geles

John returns to Chapter 67 this year to give us his insights on the 
future of the regional real estate market.   John has been appraising 
in Southern California continuously since 1980. He holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Business-Economics from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. He is an active instructor of appraisal courses and semi-
nars, was an elected member of the officers and Board of Directors 
of the Southern California Chapter of the Appraisal Institute for six 
years, and is a past president of the Chapter. Mr. Ellis has given 
expert testimony in Federal and Superior courts on more than two 
dozen occasions. He has served as a court-appointed appraisal ex-
pert, and as an arbitrator in valuation matters. Mr. Ellis serves a cli-
ent base that includes investment advisory firms, lending institutions, 
public agencies, corporate and individual property owners, and the 
legal profession. 
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Welcome readers back for the January edition of our newsletter. 

If you would like to contribute content to the newsletter, have ques-
tions or any ideas to improve the content please contact me at 
gbecerra@opcservices.com or (949) 951 5263

CHAIRS CONTINUED

Editor’s Corner Gabe Becerra
Overland, Pacific & Cutler

gbecerra@opcservices.com (949) 951 5263
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IRWA Chapter 67
2017 Utility Relocation & Mock Trial Seminar 

March 14, 2017 
Holiday Inn Orange County Airport Hotel Santa Ana 

2725 S. Grand Blvd., Santa Ana, CA 92705

Schedule to Date: 

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM  Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 AM - 8:05 AM  Opening Remarks (Kirsten Bowman, Caltrans-Deputy State Attorney, IV, Chap  
                                            ter 67 Public Liaison/Region 1 Secretary/Treasurer)

8:05 AM - 8:55 AM  Utility Agreements, Notices, Buy America, Relocation Cost Estimates
    Speakers: Alice Ramsey, Esq. California Power Law Group, PC-Caltrans Deputy

    State Attorney, IV, Sacramento (Retired)

9:05 AM - 9:55 AM  Utility Conflicts in Construction-Design Build
9:55 AM - 10:05 AM  Break
10:05 AM - 10:55 AM Property Rights of Utilities and Title Issues
    Speaker: Brittany A. Syz, Senior Counsel, San Diego Gas & Electric

11:05 AM - 11:55 AM  Other Utility and Design Challenge
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  Lunch Topic: TBD Speaker: TBD

1:05 PM - 3:00 PM   Mock Utility Eminent Domain Trial (Agency v. Private Property Owner
    Speakers:

    Scott Delahook, MAI Appraiser

    Glenn Block, Esq., Eminent Domain Group

    Keith McCollough, Esq., Alvarado Smith Law Group

    Stu Duvall, MAI Appraiser, George Hamilton Jones

    Property Owner Representative

3:00 PM - 3:15 PM   Break
3:15 PM – 5:00 PM   Utility Trial Continuance
5:00 PM    Closing Remarks (Katherine Contreras, Esq., Chapter 67 President)

This seminar is eligible for MCLE, OREA and IRWA Continuing Education Credits.

Cost: $125.00 [Includes continental breakfast, lunch and mid-afternoon refreshments]

Contact: Amanda Fitch, Amanda.Fitch@mobilitie.com.
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Sponsorship Opportunities
IRWA CHAPTER 67

 
2017 Utility Relocation Seminar &

Mock Trial
Date: March 14, 2017
Location: Holiday Inn Orange County

Airport Hotel Santa Ana
2725 S. Grand Blvd., Santa Ana, CA  92705

 $2,000 - 2 Sponsorships are available at this amount only. You get 2 Company 
Logo Poster Panels on Easels at Seminar presentation (All Day) AND two (2) free 
Company/Agency attendance registrations.

 $1,000 - 5 Sponsorships are available at this amount only. You get 1 Company 
Logo Poster Panel on Easel at Seminar presentation (morning session OR 
afternoon session Only; Not All Day) AND one (1) free Company/Agency 
attendance registration.

 $500 - 5 Sponsorships are available at this amount only. You get 1 -11” x 17” 
Company Logo Poster Panel on Easel at Seminar presentation (morning session 
OR afternoon session Only; Not All Day) AND one (1) $25.00 discount for 
Company/Agency attendance registration.

 $250 - 6 Sponsorships are available at this amount only. You get 1 -11” x 17” 
Company Logo Poster Panel at Continental Breakfast and Lunch table only

Note: All must bring own stand.

 Other - Food Event, such as breakfast, coffee break, or lunch

If you would like to sponsor any of the above, please contact your Seminar Chair, 
Rudy Romo, SR/WA or Kirsten Bowman, Esq., Chapter Public Agency Liaison.

rromo@ci.irvine.ca.us or kirsten.bowman@dot.ca.gov
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